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Roportaj

interview / Ramazan Giir

Vedat Gunyol
Deneme Odiilii’niin Sahibi

Oner Yagcz

The winner of
Vedat Giinyol Essay Awards

Ramazan Giir, 2016 Vedat Giinyol Deneme Odiilii’nii
kazanan Oner Yagci ile Avaz okurlart icin konustu.

Ramazan Giir interviewed with Oner Yagci, the winner of
2016 Vedat Giinyol Essay Awards.

“Bizim kusak amazan Giir: Oner Bey,
VedatGiinyol’dan Rmerhuba Oncelikle bu
ve onun roportaji benimle yaphgi-

I < ndh I niz icin size tesekkir ederek
ugagm (H-lgo soylesimize baslamak isterim.
sey ogrendi. Siz uzun yillar romanlariniz, de-

nemeleriniz ve incelemelerinizle
“Our generation edebiyat alaninda eserler ka-

has learnt a leme almis, eserlerinizle de cok
lot from Vedat sayida odiile layik gorilmiis
Giinyol and his bir yazarsimz. Vedat Ginyol

Deneme 6dullerl Yarismasi’nda
birinci oldunuz. ilk olarak Avaz
okurlarina Vedat Giinyol ile ilgi-
li neler soylemek istersiniz?

Oner Yagci: Vedat Giinyol icin bir
8dul konuldugunu duyunca ¢ok heye-
canlandim. Dostuydum onun, kardesi
gibiydim. Dinyay: ve ilkemizi algila-
ma konusunda disiincelerimiz onunla
cakistyordu. Bizim kusak ondan ve
onun kusagindan ¢ok sey dgrenmistik
ve dgrenmeye de devam ediyorduk.
Insanin ézgiir ve mutlu yasamast igin
ne yapmasi gerektigini dgreten bir
hiimanizma ve aydinlanma ustasiyd
Vedat Giinyol. Onun tuttugu isikla
binlerce insanin aydinlandig ve insan-
lasma strecine katilmis oldugu kesinlik-
le yadsinamaz. Ben de ayni zamanda
onun bir grencisi olarak onun dinya
géristyle uyumlu olan denemelerimle
yarismaya katlmayi boynuma borg

bildim. “Anadolu’nun Umudu: Aydinlik”

generation.”

amazan Gur: First of all, |
Rwould like to thank you for

the interview. You are such
a writer that have made many
contributions to the literature
with your novels, essays and
reviews for long years and
been awarded many times. You
are the winner of Vedat Giinyol
Essay Awards. What would you
like to tell the Avaz readers
about Vedat Ginyol?
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adini verdigim kitapta onun aydinlik
dusiincelerini ginimiz gercekligi igin-
de sirdiren denemelerim yer aliyordu.
Denemelerimin &dile layik bulunmasi
bana kivang verdi.

Ramazan Giir: Deneme yazma-
nin pif noktalari nelerdir? Her
yazar deneme yazabilir mi?

Oner Yagci: Deneme, kesin tanimi ya-

pilamayan bir edebiyat tiridir. Konusu-

nun sinirsiz olmasi, yazarinin kendisiyle
konusur gibi yazmasi, agiklanan disin-
celerin kisiselligi, ele alinan diisincenin
bir sonuca vardirlmayisi, kendi icindeki
bir dizenle gelisigizel yazilmasi gibi
dzellikleri sdylenmesine karsin, tim
bunlarin bir tirin niteligini belirleyeme-
yecedi aciktir. Denemeler, “herhangi bir
konudaki diistincelerin genellikle kisisel
bir géris olarak agiklandigi yazilar-
dir” bigiminde bir tanimlama yapilirsa,
denemenin siir, dyky, roman, oyun gibi
yazin tirleri disindaki tim dizyazilan
kapsayabilecek bir genislige sahip
oldugunu da sdyleyebiliriz. Deneme
yazari, denemesinde kesin yargilara
varmay! amaglamaz, ele aldigi konu
Uzerinde okurun diisinmesini amaclar.
Denemelerde yasami, insani, insanlar
arasi iliskileri, dinyayi ve dinyanin
cesitli gérintmlerini, kesitlerini, cograf-
yalari ve tarihi, sanat yapitlarini, ele
alabilecek bir genislige sahiptir.

Oner Yagc: | was very excited
when | heard that there was an
award in the name of Vedat Ginyol.
| was his friend like a brother. Our
ideas on the perception of the world
and our country coincided with each
other. Our generation has learnt

a lot from him and his generation.
Vedat Giinyol was a humanist and
highbrow who taught what to do to
be free and live happily. It cannot be
denied that thousands of people were
enlightened by his light and included
in the process of humanization. |, as
a student of him, owed him a debt
of taking part in the contest with my
essays that coincide with his world
view and vision. My book named
“Anadolu’nun Umudu: Aydinlik”
consists of the essays that sustain

his precious and progressive ideas
in today’s reality. | felt pleased and
proud that my essays were deemed
worthy of award.

Ramazan Gir: What are the
key parts of writing essay?
Can each writer write essays?

Oner Yager: Essay is a literature
genre without any certain definition.
Although it is said that the limit is the
sky as far as theme is concerned,
writers write as if they are talking

to themselves, the ideas written are

Bir deneme

ustast olan

Emin Ozdemir,
denemeyi kisaca
soyle tanmumliyor:
“Ozgiirce secilen
bir konuda gelisen,
diisiinsel boyutlar
iceren, bir
konusma havast
icinde bicimlenen,
genellikle orta
uzunlukta bir
diizyazi bicimidir.”

Emin Ozdemir,

the essay writing
master, briefly
describes the essay
as: “It is a medium-
length prose

which is shaped

in a more sincere
atmosphere,
growing ona
Jfreely-chosen
theme and bearing
intellectual
dimensions.”
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Roportaj

“Roman
yazmamda
Metin Demirtas
ile Ahmet Telli
etkili oldu.”

“I am inspired by
Metin Demirtas
and Ahmet Telli.”

Oner Yagcu,
1986'da
“Kardelen” adli
eseriyle Akademi
Kitabevi Roman
Basart Odiilii’nii

aldu.

Oner Yagct won
Akademi Kitabevi
Award with his
book named
“Kardelen” in
1986.

Ramazan Gur: Sizi roman yaz-
maya iten nedenler nelerdir?

Oner Yagai: Ben ilkokul siralarindan
beri Tirkce sevgisiyle, Cumhuriyetin
aydinhgr dissincesiyle dolu 6gretmen-
lerim sayesinde okuma sevdasiyla
dolmus biriyim. Zaman iginde okuduk-
larimdan ben de yasadiklarimizla ilgili
romanlar yazabilirim disincesi dog-
maya basladi. Ozellikle biyik Rus ve
Fransiz yazarlarinin (érnegin Hugo'nun,
Tolstoy'un, Balzacin, Dostoyevski'nin,
Gorki'nin, Solohov’un, Aytmatov'un)
romanlari beni fena halde etkiliyordu
ve yasadigina taniklik etmenin zorunlu
bir gérev oldugunu disiniyordum. Bu
dusiinceler benim romanci olmamin asil
altyapisini olusturmustur. Nigin baska
bir tir degil de roman derseniz, bu da
kisisel bir tercih ve yazmak istediklerimi
en iyi 8yki ya da siir olarak degil de
roman olarak yazmanin bana uygun
olacagina karar verdim. Bu kararim
vermede sair dostum Metin Demirtas’in
ve Gazi Egitim'den sinif arkadasim

sair Ahmet Telli'nin etkili olduklarini da
sdylemeliyim.

Ramazan Gir: ilk kitabinizdan
sonra edebiyat alanindaki yolu-
nuza nasil devam ettiniz?

Oner Yagca: ilk romanim “Karde-
len” ¢ok sevilip ardi ardina basimlar
yapinca yayinci baska kitabim olup
olmadigini sordu bana. Ben de bir
romanimin daha hazir oldugunu séy-
ledim. 1987'nin sonlarina dogru ikinci
romanim “Turnalar” da yayinlanmis
oldu. Romanci olmustum artik ve bircok

interview / Ramazan Giir

subjective and conclusion is not

a must for this genre, it is obvious
that all these cannot determine the
characteristics of a genre. If essays
are defined “they are writings in
which the ideas are usually explained
from personal perspectives”, it is
possible to say that essays are
inclusive of all proses other than
poem, story, novel and play. An
essay writer does not intend fo make
definite judgments in his/her writing
but aims to make the reader think on
the issue s/he has written on.

Ramazan Gir: What motivates
you to write novels?

Oner Yagea: | have felt the love of
Turkish language in my heart since
the primary school years thanks to my
highbrow teachers. In time | started
to think that | could write novels on
the basis of what | have read and
experience. Especially the Russian
and French writers’ work affected me
much (for example the works of Hugo,
Tolstoy, Balzac, Dostoyevsky, Gorki,
Sholokhov, Aitmatov) and | thought

it was a duty to bear witness. These
thoughts are the basis for my choice
of being a writer. If you ask me why
it is novel, it is also a personal choice
and | decided it fit me best to write
novels instead of writing poems or
stories. | should also mention that
one of my friends Metin Demirtas and
my classmate at Gazi University and
the poet Ahmet Telli have inspired me
when | made my decision.

Ramazan Gir: How has your
journey of literature continued
after your first published
book?

Oner Yagei: As my first book,
“Kardelen” was appreciated and
published many times, the publisher
asked me whether | had another
book. | told that | had another book
which was ready to publish. Towards
the end of 1987, the second book
“Turnalar” was published. Then, |
become a novelist and | had many
friends who were writers. It was a
great chance for me and my masters
especially Aziz Nesin, Talip Apaydin
and my teachers Emin Ozdemir and
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yazar arkadasim da vardi. Bu biyuk
sanst benim icin ve Aziz Nesin basta
olmak izere, Talip Apaydin, 6gretmen-
lerim olan Emin Ozdemir ve Adnan
Binyazar, bir yazarin ¢aliskan olmasi
gerektigini 6grettiler bana, kendi ya-
samlar da benim igin giizel bir &rnekti.
Onun igin ben caliskan bir yazar ola-
rak daha sonraki yillarda “Gékyizine
Akan Irmak”, “Yediveren”, “Kaptan”,
“Kir”, “Yasasin Yenilenler” adli roman-
larimi yayinladim. Sonrasinda da pek
cok derleme calismasina imza athm.

Ramazan Gir: Yazilarimzi ya-
zarken hayal gicinizin sinirla-
rini zorladiginizi hissedip bunun
toplumsal yargilarla ters di-
sebilecegini hissettiginiz ya da
boyle hissedip de yazdiklarinizi
sildiginiz oldu mu hic?

Oner Yagcr: Bir yazarin en biyik
diismani otosansirdir. Yazar her cesit
baskiyi ve sansiri akliyla, yetenegiy-
le asabilir ama kendisine uyguladig
sansiri asmasinin olanagi yoktur. Bu
bakimdan baski ya da yargilarla ters
disme nedeniyle yazmama, yazdigr-
ni silme gibi bir likst olamaz gergek
yazarin. Aydinlanmanin ilk 8grettigi
“aklini kullanma cesareti” degil midir?
Bir yazara yakisan da bu cesaretin
dncilerinden olmakhr. Onun igin degil
midir ki Glkemizde de birgok yazarin
basinin belaya girmesi¢ Béyle olmasay-
di insanhgin toplumsal ilerlemesi séz
konusu olamazdi.

Ramazan Gir: Bu guzel soylesi
icin cok tesekkiir ediyorum.

Adnan Binyazar taught me that a
writer should be hardworking. Their
lives stories were also great examples
and models for me. Therefore, |, as

a hardworking writer, published the
books named “Gékyiizine Akan
Irmak”, “Yediveren”, “Kaptan”, “Kir”,
“Yasasin Yenilenler” in the later
years. After that | created many
compilations.

Ramazan Gir: Have you

ever felt that you push the
boundaries of your imagination
which would conflict with the
social judgements or have you
ever deleted what you wrote
feeling so?

Oner Yagci: The greatest enemy

of a writer is self-censor. A writer
can overcome all sorts of oppression
and censorship with his/her mind
and competence but s/he cannot
overcome his/her censorship. In

this respect, there is no room for
deleting or not writing due to the
oppression or fear of conflicting with
the social judgements in the world

of genuine writers. The first doctrine
of enlightenment is the courage to
use mind, isn't it2 It is the matter for
a writer to be the pioneer of this
courage. Isn't it the reason why many
writer are in troubles in our country?
If it were not like this, it would be
impossible for humanity to realize the
social development.

Ramazan Giir: Thank you for
the pleasant interview.

Aydinlatmanin
ilk 6grettigi
aklint kullanma
cesaretidir.

The very first
doctrine of
enlightenment
is the courage
to use mind.
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